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remainder lie took up a position on the Virginian coast,
and there held out till help could be sent to him. This
command Cornwallis reluctantly obeyed, and having
despatched the required reinforcements, he retreated
to the promontory of Yorktowii, where the River James
empties itself into Chesapeake Bay, and there retired
behind a line of fortifications to await the promised
relief.

That relief never came. Clinton had been right.
Washington had been contemplating an attack on New
York, but before his plans were complete, he learned
that a French fleet, under Admiral de Grasse, was pro-
ceeding from the West Indies to Chesapeake Bay with
twenty thousand troops on board. Instantly Washing-
ton changed his plans. Leaving four thousand men to
watch Clinton, he led the remaining six thousand by
forced marches to Yorktown, having previously arranged
to meet Admiral de Grasse there. Thus it happened
that, late in August, 1781, Cornwallis, waiting behind
Ms defences on the Yorktown Peninsula, suddenly found
himself assailed by a combined French-American army
under Washington, while his retreat by sea was cut off
by the ships of the French fleet.

So began the siege of Yorktown. Day after day the
attackers3 cannon bombarded the British works; which
crumbled swiftly beneath the incessant hail of cannon-
balls, and after holding out for some weeks, in the hope
of succour which never came, Cornwallis surrendered
on October 19, 1781. With him surrendered eight
thousand men, while a great quantity of cannon and
military stores fell into the victors5 hands.